
 

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.3648 - This article can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us 

 

IMPACT: International Journal of Research in 

Engineering & Technology (IMPACT: IJRET) 

ISSN(E): 2321-8878; ISSN(P): 2347-4564 

Vol. 2, Issue 8, Aug 2014, 13-20 

© Impact Journals 

 

CODE SWITCHING IN STAND-UP VERBAL HUMOUR 

HASSAINE NADIA 

Department of English, Faculty of Letters and Foreign Languages, Tlemcen University, Tlemcen, Algeria 

 

ABSRACT 

Being a common trait of human language behaviour, verbal humour has ultimately been a recognized field of 

research in various disciplines. Such matter of study is basically a linguistic construct which penetrates into different forms 

of distractions such as stand-up comedy where laughter proliferates. The sort of humoristic discourse inspected in this 

theatrical setting is replete with Arabic/French switches, a commonplace phenomenon in Algeria, which a well-known 

Algerian comedian artfully exploits to entertain his audience. On the basis of such premise, the present paper aims to 

provide a novel insight to the analysis of the socio-pragmatic motivations for code switching (CS) in stand-up comedy.             

In order to make the investigation reliable, the choice falls upon Abdel-kader Secteur’s five short performances. 
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